
 
SUPER FAB LAB INVESTIGATION: 

Light Scavenger Hunt 
 
Episode: Let There Be Light 
Cycle: Light & Shadow 
 
 
Purpose (What We’re Going to Explore and Learn)  
 
There are lots of different sources of light.  Some are natural -- like the sun or stars -- 
and some are artificial -- like light bulbs in lamps.  We’re going on a scavenger hunt to 
identify light sources in the environment. 
 
Materials (The Stuff We Need) 
 

• Paper and pencils to draw the different light sources that you find 
 
Procedure (What to Do) 
 

1. Talk with children about the idea that light comes from different sources.  They 
will probably be able to name a few. 

2. Give every child a piece of paper or a science journal and something to draw 
with.  They can work in pairs, small groups, or all together. 

3. Search inside the classroom (or your home) and outside for different sources of 
light.  Encourage children to record what they find by drawing. 

4. As children identify light sources, ask them to think about the differences among 
the light sources—are some bright and some soft?  Are some part of nature?   

5. Also, discuss the purposes of different kinds of light.  For example, why do cars 
have headlights?  Why do streetlights exist?  Why do the numbers on an alarm 
clock light up? 

 
Other Stuff You Might Want to Know or Do 
 

• If you are a teacher who has done this activity with your students, create a family 
connection by encouraging an at-home light hunt.  Ask them to record the light 
sources they find (by drawing or writing) and to return their record sheets to 
school so children can share their findings with classmates.  

• Cut photos out of old magazines to make a light source collage. Using 
photographs allows children to find and talk about some light sources that they 
might not have found on their scavenger hunt (such as a campfire or candlelight).  

• Consider adding flashlights to your classroom or home toy box. Like Sid and 
Zeke, children will have fun trying to catch the light, making shadows, and 
checking out what’s hidden in the dark space under the bed! 

 
 
 
 


